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THE  BUTTERFLY'S  BALL. 


In  the  fine  sunny  month  of  July,  Lady  Jiutterlly  and  her  cousin,  Mrs.  Grass- 
hopper, thought  they  would  give  a  rich  Peast  and  a  grand  Ball  to  their 
numerous  friends.  So  they  set  about  looking  for  a  nice  snug  place,  well 
suited  for  the  purpose,  and  when  they  had  found  it,  they  sent  off  some  Gad- 
flies on  the  backs  of  Cockchafers,  whom  they  had  hired  to  wait  at  the  party, 
to  invite  the  various  guests  by  sound  of  trumpet.  These  Gad-flies,  you  know, 
are  just  fit  for  such  a  task,  as  they  are  so  fond  of  buzzing  about  every- 
where, to  let  aU  the  world  know  what  tittle-tattle  and  gossip  they  have  picked 
up ;  they  had  promised,  also,  to  provide  music  for  the  Ball.  The  spot  chosen 
for  the  double  Feast  was  a  little  shady  nook,  surrounded  by  honeysuckle, 
sweet-briar,  and  other  wild  fiowers,  at  the  edge  of  a  wood,  and  great  pains 
were  taken  that  the  place  should  not  only  appear  suitable,  from  its  bright 
colours,  for  so  gay  an  occasion,  but  that  nobody  except  those  who  were 
invited  should  be  admitted. 
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Now,  one  of  the  first  of  the  party  summoned  was  a  dashing  young  Wasp, 
a  conceited  dandy,  more  proud  of  his  gold  suit,  and  of  his  small  waist,  than 
fond  of  work.  He  was  a  bit  of  a  buUy,  too,  with  his  sharp  sting,  and 
made  himself  at  home  everywhere,  with  or  without  leave,  always  helping 
himself  to  honey  and  any  other  tit-bits  that  came  in  his  way.  He  was 
just  then  teasing  a  solemn  old  owl,  who  stared  at  him  with  his  great  eyes, 
for  daring  to  say  aU  sorts  of  saucy  things  about  certain  creatures  keeping  bad 
hours,  and  alarming  their  neighbours  at  night  with  their  dismal  hooting. 


/ 


Another  Gad-fly  messenger  flew  off'  to  a  beautiful  garden,  where  there  were 
some  large  rose-bushes,  about  which  a  big  Dragon-fly,  looking  quite  spruce 
in  his  suit  of  green  and  gold,  was  then  romping  with  a  pretty  fluttering 
Moth.  There  had  been  a  gentle  shower,  and  the  roses  threw  out  a  sweeter 
smeU  than  ever,  and  this,  I  suppose,  made  these  creatures  so  blythe  and 
merry,  and  the  Bees  so  very  busy.  They  all  looked,  indeed,  quite  rose- 
coloured  themselves,  as  they  skipped  about  among  the  fuU-blown  blossoms, 
sipping  their  sweets.     They  sent  their  compliments,  and  jjroinised  to  come. 
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As  a  party  made  up  nieroly  of  one  -^ort  of  guests — all  fast  people,  too — • 
would  never  do.  Lady  Butterfly  told  one  of  her  Gad-flies  to  call  upon  some 
of  her  friends  who  lived  not  far  off,  a  family  of  Snails,  who  were  very 
quiet,  steady  folks,  fond  of  their  owni  home,  and  seldom  going  out  to  visit 
at  any  distance.  They,  too,  were  very  glad  to  be  invited,  and  poked  out 
their  horns  in  high  glee,  as  they  started  ofl"  directly,  that  they  might  be 
in  time.  On  their  way  they  called  upon  a  Frog,  a  Harvest-mouse,  and  a 
Mole,  who  had  been  asked  to  meet  them  at  the  Feast. 


When  the  company  arrived,  they  found  the  dinner  nicely  laid  out  on  a 
large  mushroom,  which  served  for  both  table  and  cloth,  and  many  were  the 
dainties  spread  upon  it — too  numerous  to  mention.  The  Snails  M^ere  the  last 
to  arrive :  being  very  slow  folks,  they  had  lagged  behind,  and  kept  the 
dinner  waiting.  At  last,  the  feasting  and  the  fun  began,  and  the  guests 
did  full  justice  to  the  nice  things  put  before  them.  Master  Frogg}',  indeed, 
ate  and  drank  too  much:  he  could  hardly  stand  when  he  "got  up  to  make  a 
speech  in  honour  of  the  ladies,  and  could  only  croak  out  a  few  syllables. 


When  the  guests  had  rested  after  the  fatigue  of  dinner,  the  Ball  began, 
and  more  company  kept  coming  in.  Great  care  had  been  taken  by  Lady' 
Butterfly  and  her  friend,  Mrs.  Grasshopper,  as  we  said  before,  in  choosing  a 
nice  place  for  the  dance,  and  one  that  was  prettily  fitted  up.  Pestoons  of 
wild  flowers,  woodbine,  dog-rose,  and  foxglove,  lighted  up  by  the  sun's  rays, 
hung  all  round,  and  there  was  a  trellis-work  of  young  boughs  and  green  leaves, 
which  jnade  the  place  cool,  and  kept  out  vulgar  flies  and  gnats.  A  Glow- 
worm was  also  engaged  to  light  home  such  of  the  guests  as  might  stay  late ; 
and  when  it  grew  dusk,  a,  Bat  acted  as  watchman,  to  ward  off  all  intruders. 


As  the  T^all-room  was  rather  small,  the  floor  was  kept  for  the  use  of 
the  principal  dancers.  Frogg)%  who  was  now  lively  again,  dashed  off  Anth 
Mousey  into  a  jollv  Irish  jig;  the  Snails  in  vain  tried  a  very  slow  minuet; 
and  a  brisk  young  Beetle  made  up  to  Lady  Butterfly's  daughter,  and  asked 
her  to  waltz  with  him.  ^Meanwhile,  the  Bees,  the  AVasp,  the  Dragon-fly,  and 
a  number  of  Moths,  were  friskmg  about  in  the  space  above,  in  high  glee, 
and  a  nimble  Spider  danced  on  the  slack-rope.  But  the  most  famous  dance 
of  all  was  a  gallop,  in  which  Lady  Butterfly.  Mrs.  Grasshopper.  Mr.  Hornet, 
and  a  few  more,  showed  olF  their  bounding  steps  to  great  advantage. 
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The  brilliant  Ball  had  passed  off  most  happily :  Lady  Butterfly  and 
Mrs.  Grasshopper  felt  quite  proud;  all  the  guests  were  much  pleased,  and 
every  one  was  tired  and  ready  to  go  home.  The  sun  was  now  setting,  and 
a  crowd  of  rude  gnats  kept  peering  in,  humming  and  droning  so  that 
nothing  else  could  be  heard;  it  was  high  time,  therefore,  to  break  up,  and 
take  leave  of  kind  Lady  Butterfly  and  her  dear  friend,  Mrs.  Grasshopper. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  singing  in  their  praise,  and  the  Snails  poked  out 
their  horns,  and  chanted,  as  well  as  they  could,  that  they  "would  not  go 
home  till  morning,  till  daylight  should  appear ! "  but  many  of  the  more 
genteel  guests  had  ordered  their  Bluebottle-flies  to  call  and  take  them  up. 
Some  of  the  company,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  had  been  such  gluttons,  that 
they  could  not  reach  home  that  night :  among  these  was  Froggy,  who  had 
to  find  a  bed  under  some  rushes  in  a  ditch,  and  the  Mole  and  the  Hardest- 
mouse  fell  fast  asleep  on  their  backs  just  above  him.  Mousey,  who  had 
eaten  too  much  cheese,  snored  all  night  long,  and  awoke  next  morning  in  a 
fright,  mistaking  his  friend  the  Mole,  lying  close  to  him,  for  a  Weasel  asleep ! 
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AUNT  MAYOE'S  TOY  BOOKS. 

Large  8vo,  with  Coloured  Pictures  and  Fancy  Covers,  price  Sixpence  each. 


2.  Miss  Hare  and  Miss  Fox. 

3.  Little  Polly's  Doll  House. 

4.  Story  of  Reynard  the  Fox. 

5.  Mother  Bunch's  Evening  Party. 

11.  WilUe'B  Holiday. 

12.  The  Cat's  Tea  Party. 

13.  The  Conceited  Goldfinch. 
]  4.  Nursery  Alphabet. 

15.  History  of  Tom  Thumb. 

16.  Cinderella ;  or,  the  Three  Sisters. 

17.  The  Three  Bears. 

18.  Beauty  and  the  Beast. 

19.  Aladdin;  or, the  Wonderfiil  Lamp. 


LIST   OF   THE    SERIES,   VIZ.:- 

20.  The  Babes  in  the  Wood. 

21.  Jack  the  Giant  Killer. 

22.  The  Dog's  Dinner  Party. 

23.  Pass  in  Boots. 

24.  Hop  o'My  Thumb. 

25.  The  Butterfly's  Ball. 

26.  Little  Red  Riding  Hood. 

27.  Little  Dog  Trusty  (Edgeworth). 

28.  The  Cherry  Orchard  (ditto). 

29.  Dick  Whittington  and  his  Cat. 

30.  History  of  our  Pets. 

31 .  Punch  and  Judy. 


32.  History  of  John  Gilpin, 

38.  History  of  Bluebeard. 

34.  Old  Mother  Hubbard. 

35.  Little  Totty. 

36.  Cock  Robin's  Death  and  Burial. 

37.  Sinbad  the  Sailor. 

38.  Jack  and  the  Bean  Stalk. 

39.  The  House  that  Jack  Built 

40.  The  Old  Woman  and  her  Pig. 

41.  History  of  A,  Apple  Pie. 

42.  Tom  Thumb's  Alphabet. 

43.  Baron  Munchausen. 


AUNT  MAYOR'S  TOY  BOOKS. 

Mounted  with  Cloth,  and  Cloth  Covers,  with  Coloured  Plates,  price  One  Shilling  each,  viz. : — 


Old  Cornish  Woman. 

Miss  Hare  and  Miss  Fox. 

Little  Polly's  Doll  House. 

Reynard  the  Fox. 

Mother  Bunch's  Evening  Party. 


Victoria  Alphabet. 
Kursery  Alphabet. 
The  Picture  Gallery. 
Aunt  Maror'a  Alphabet, 
Charles  Gray's  Travels. 


TTncle  Hugh's  Conntiy  House. 
Willie's  Holiday. 
The  Cat's  Tea  Party, 
Conceited  Goldfinch. 


ROUTLEDGE'S    EVERLASTING    BOOKS, 

PRESTTED   ON   CLOTH. 

Under  this  title  are  heing  published  a  Series  of  Juvenile  Worlcs,  printed  in  a  very  superior  manner,  on  Fine 
Gloth,  of  a  quality  very  much  better  than  has  hitherto  been  used  for  worlcs  printed  in  this  manner. 


In  double  fcap.,  64  pages,  large  type. 

ROUTLEDGE'S   EVERLASTING   ONE   SHILLING  PRIMER. 

Printed  on  Cloth.     With  Illustrations  by  John  Gilbert,  Harvey,  &o. 
In  double  fcap.,  96  pages,  large  type. 

I        ROUTLEDGE'S   EVERLASTING  BOOKS. 

Printed  on  Cloth.     With  Illustrations  on  almost  every  page. 
Price  Is.  6d.  each. 
1.  Domesticated  and  Wild  Animals.    Ninety  Cuts.        |  2.  Home  and  Foreign  Birds.    Ninety  Cats. 

Very  superior  cloth  to  that  of  most  of  those  well-known  books,  called  "  Indestructible,"  is  used  for  the  Everlasting 
Books.  In  every  respect  the  Publishers  intend  the  Series  to  deserve  this  title,  and  be  useful  as  well  as  pleasing  to 
Young  Children. 

In  square  16mo,  24  pages. 

ROUTLEDGE'S    EVERLASTING    PRIMERS. 

Printed  on  fine  Cloth,  with  Cloth  Covers,    Numerous  Illustrations, 
Price  Sixpence  each. 

1.  Mavor's  Illustrated  Primer.     Fifty-nine  Cuts.  I  3,  The  Hlustrated  Eclectic  Primer,    Ninety  Cnts, 

2.  Markham's  Hlustrated  Primer.     Forty-two  Cuts,      |  4.  The  Illustrated  School  Primer,    Sixty-four  Cnte, 

The  Cheapest  Primers  ever  published. 


lX)NDON:  ROUTLEDGE,  WARNE,  JJH)  ROUTLEDGB,  FARRINGDON  STREET. 


EDUUND    EVANS,   ENGOAVEK  AMD    PBINTEB,   RACQUET   COUKT,   FLEET    STBEET. 


